What’s Does It Mean …?

A guide to the odd phrases you’ve been hearing


SRC - State Referee Committee - oversees all referee activities in the state.

SRA (Michael Tata) - State Referee Administrator - oversees all referees in state association.

SYRA (Bill Campbell) - State Youth Referee Administrator - specifically responsible for development of youth referees in the youth leagues.

DRA (Bill Helwig) - District Referee Administrator - district representative to State Committee.

USSF – United States Soccer Federation – The national organization we belong to.
WNY Referee Association - There are state associations throughout the country.  In some states, New York included, states are broken down into two associations.  Your state association affiliation is “Western New York.”  The web page: www.wnyreferee.org for tournament information, registration status, and much more.

Buffalo District - Each state association is broken down into districts.  You are in the Buffalo District, web page https://www.bwnysru.org. You will find meeting schedules, training information and a wealth of other information specific to Buffalo. There is $40 local dues ($20 for 14 and under) payable each year to BWNYSRU. The new referees in Buffalo pay $20 the first year $10 for 14 and under, $5 for House league only.
Game Record - You must maintain a record of the games that you officiate each year.  At a minimum, you must include the date, age level of players, and whether you were the Referee or Assistant Referee.  You may use a prepared form, create your own spreadsheet, print your Arbiter schedule, or simply use a blank sheet of paper.  You will need to turn in a copy of your game report when you wish to upgrade your status as a Referee.
BWNYJSL Buffalo and Western New York Junior Soccer League is the travel league for player’s ages 8-19.  


" 
http://www. bwnyjsl.org/



BDSL - Buffalo District Soccer League is the adult amateur league. http:// www.bdsl.org/
House leagues - Recreational teams that generally compete only within their own organization or against other house leagues.  

Risk Management – everyone needs to register on line for a Risk Management pass. This requires you to complete a brief background check.  Information is available at this https://www.wnyreferee.org
Arbiter - A Internet based assigning system that is used to assign games for youth travel, adult games, and certain house leagues.  If you want to do youth travel games, you must be registered in the Arbiter System.  You will receive an invitation after you have completed the course and if you do not receive an e-mail inviting you to log into the Arbiter system by April, contact John Kramer, jrefk@gmail.com to be added to the system. Most will receive the invitation a few weeks after you have completed the course.
Arbiter Pay- This is how you are paid for your games

Unit meetings - The Buffalo District holds 5 business meetings each year.  You are expected to attend at least 1.  

Recertification:

In order to re-register (recertify) for future years, you will be provided information on the process in the fall/winter.  

Steps required are:

1.  Registration and payment.

2.  Passing recertification test (online) with a score of 80% or higher.

3.  Attend a 3 hour recertification clinic.

Don’t worry - you will receive an email with specific instructions when it is time to register.

Recertification Clinic - USSF requires each referee to receive a minimum of 3 hours of classroom training each year.  In order to meet this objective, recertification clinics are conducted during the off-season.  These include a 3 hour classroom training, written refresher testing and registration.  You must attend one of these sessions in the off-season in order to referee the following year.  
Grade (meaning your referee grade):  Referee grades are sort of in reverse order – the lower the number, the higher the referee level.  If you have a black badge that says Referee, you are a Grade 8.  

Fitness testing – Once you achieve a Grade 7 or higher referee grade a fitness test is required.  Fitness standards are based upon the level officiated and your age.  You will be notified if you need one.
Upgrade - As you advance in your career, you (hopefully) may want to upgrade to a higher level.  If you want to upgrade in the future go to the http://www.wnyreferee.org and select the Recertification tab for more information or talk to a senior official.

Referee Assault - If you believe you have been assaulted, immediately contact the SRA Michael Tata SRA@WNYrefree.org cell 585-233-2156 to assist you in preparing a written report.  There is a short time limit, so make the contact quickly.  If you are under the age of 18 and someone assaults you please call the police.

Use the contact option on the website for further questions.
